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Week 17

A Christmas Carol (1843), a short novel by the English nineteenth-century writer Charles Dickens, is one of the
most popular books ever written about Christinas, and one of the most famous stories about a character showing
‘Christmas spirit’ by being kind and generous towards others after realising how mean he had been.

“Are you the Spirit, sir, whose coming was foretold to me?” asked Scrooge.

“Tam?”

The voice was soft and gentle. Singularly low, as if instead of being so close beside him, it were at a distance.
“Who, and what are you?” Scrooge demanded.

“I am the Ghost of Christmas Past.”

“Long Past?” inquired Scrooge: observant of its dwarfish stature.

“No. Your past.”

It put out its strong hand as it spoke, and clasped him gently by the arm.

“Rise. And walk with me.

It would have been in vain for Scrooge to plead that the weather and the hour were not adapted to pedestrian
purposes; that bed was warm, and the thermometer a long way below freezing; that he was clad but lightly in
his slippers, dressing-gown, and nightcap; and that he had a cold upon him at that time. The grasp, though
gentle as a woman’s hand, was not to be resisted. He rose: but finding that the Spirit made towards the
window, clasped his robe in supplication.

“I am mortal,” Scrooge remonstrated, “and liable to fall”

“Bear but a touch of my hand there,” said the Spirit, laying it upon his heart, “and you shallh#tpheld in more
than this”

As the words were spoken, they passed through the wall, and stood upon an oge# country road, with fields
on either hand. The city had entirely vanished. Not a vestige of it was to h##®een. The darkness@nd the mist
had vanished with it, for it was a clear, cold, winter day, with snowgson the ground.

“Good Heaven!” said Scrooge, clasping his hands together, 2g#¢ looked about him. “T was bred in this place. I
was a boy here”

The Spirit gazed upon him mildly. Its gentle tough® though it had beeri light and instantaneous, appeated still
present to the old man’s sense of feeling. E#was conscious of a thousand odours floating in the air, each one
connected with a thousand thoughig@nd hopes, and joys, and cares long, long, forgotten.

“Your lip is trembling,” said th ost. “And what is that upon your cheek?”

Scrooge muttered, withe®T unusual catching'in his voice, that it was a pimple; and begged the Ghost to lead
him where he would.

“You recollect the way? §inquired the Spirit.

“Remember it!” cried Scr§oge with fervour -- “Teould walkit blindfold.”

“Strange to have forgotten % for so ‘many years,” observed the Ghost. “Let us go on”

They walked along the road§crooge recognising every gate, and post, and tree; until a little map®€t-town
appeared in the distance, witlijits bridge, 1ts church, and winding river. Some shaggy ponig#®now were seen
trotting towards them with boy§ upon their backs, who ¢alled to other boys in coug#y gigs and carts, driven
by farmers. All these boys were 1% great spirits, and shouted o each other, ugs#the broad fields were so full of
merry music, that the crisp air laughed to hear it.

“These are but shadows of the thing} that have been,” said the Gl#8t. “They have no consciousness of us.”

The jocund travellers came on; and a§they came, Scroogedsffew and named them every one. Why was he
rejoiced beyond all bounds to see thenf{ Why did hig€0l1d eye glisten, and his heart leap up as they went past?
Why was he filled with gladness when h hea em give each other Merry Christmas, as they parted at
cross-roads and bye-ways, for their several homes? What was merry Christmas to Scrooge? Out upon merry
Christmas! What good had it ever done to him?

“The school is not quite deserted,” said the Ghost. “A solitary child, neglected by his friends, is left there still”
Scrooge said he knew it. And he sobbed.

They left the high-road, by a well-remembered lane, and soon approached a mansion of dull red brick, with
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a little weathercock-surmounted cupola, on the roof, and a bell hanging in it. It was a large house, but one

of broken fortunes; for the spacious offices were little used, their walls were damp and mossy, their windows
broken, and their gates decayed. Fowls clucked and strutted in the stables;g®§the coach-houses and sheds
were over-run with grass. Nor was it more retentive of its ancient stg## within; $or entering the dreary hall,
and glancing through the open doors of many rooms, they fous®them poorly fnished, cold, and vast.
There was an earthy savour in the air, a chilly bareness ig#hie place, which associatyd itself somehow with too
much getting up by candle-light, and not too m O eat.
They went, the Ghost and Scrooge, across th#hall, to a door a
and disclosed a long, bare, melanchglpoom, made bar
At one of these a lonely boy wgg#cading near a feebl
see his poor forgotten se e used to be.

Not a latent echo_ig#fiie house, not a squeak and scuffle
the half-thay® water-spout in ull yard behind, not
poplagefot the idle swingi

house it opened before them,
ain deal forfas and desks.
upon aform, and wept to

e panellingynot a drip from
e leaﬂess boughs offpne despondent
but f&l upon the

on his readipg@Suddenly a man,
side the wing®w, with an axe stuck in

A Chri

as Carol BY CHARLES DICKENS

2. In yg#®Swn words, describe what Scrooge felt it was ‘in vain’ to explain to the ghost. Make three
Oints. [3 marks]
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4. Rewrite the following sentence into modern, correct English: ‘Bear but a touch of my hand there and
you shall be upheld’ [2 marks]

5. Scrooge says that he has a ‘pimple’ on his cheek; what do you think he has on his cheek and why is this
unusual? [2 marks]

6. Describe the schoolhouse in your own words. [3 marks]

8. Briefly describe the clothes of ti§ man who is seen at t ; and what is he leading? [2 marks]

pageno 4 www.oxbridgeuk.com
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Now decide which of the following root words from the word bank can be written with the prefix ‘ur’
and which can have the prefix ‘re. Add the correct prefix and write the new word in the sorting table.

[15 marks]
certain _ build clear
comfortable _ shuffle ______even
occur necessary

vision

Now complete the following sentences using one of the new words you have created. [6 marks]

1. The student did not do enough , s0 he failed his exams.
2. Smoking is a very habit.
3. The conjuror asked a member of the audience to his pack of cards as

part of his magic trick.

4. The result of the election is still because there are still votes to be counted.

5. The doctor said that my chest infection would if I stopped taking my medicine.

6. The meaning of the teacher’s story was to the children.
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E-mail

To...
Subj

Dear Mrs Stew.
It is with regret that I find myself writing to you once again about your son Martin’s behaviur.

For the second time this week, the P.E. teacher, Mr Gregory, find Martin sitting in the chicken shed.

Not only is this an unhygienic place for a boy of nine to be spending his time, but he then answered

back when Mr Gregory tried to fish him out. Martin retorted, with an innocent voice, that he was not
‘hiding’ in the chicken shed, but enjoying their company and that he had been invited to lunch with
them. Perhaps even more worrying is the fact that he had given each one of the chickens a ngp®and
was chattering away to them. Is this really normal behaviour for a boy in Year 52 I wouldSuggest it is ‘
not.

Secondly, I would be grateful if you could encourage Martin to segsffie importance of

during Wednesday’s cookery lessons. I do understand tha nds them rather tight, a
affecting his asthma, but being covered from head tgs#ot in flour is not.the look that st.

primary is trying to achieve. On his way to the®oilets last wenesds

around the school saw his pale figure jg#he distance and was co
reassure her that we do not, b am now anxious that this could
~of the teacher

he often has a mos#leasant grin o

the school. Finally, a co

lurking beneath. As ¥iss Treble
particularly unfair tha§she sho
that Martin is a bright afd gifte
ildre

d focus all his abilities oz

swapping the contents o
Miss Treble surrounded b

1e school garden

gving
chtime.

In conclusion, this really must§top. arrange an meeting with myself and

-

the deputy head to solve this unfccepta : inceps¥,
Mrs Russell
Head teacher of St. Matthew’s Primary¥hool, Plymouth

01293 836859

www.oxbridgeuk.com
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eeds to be don

where the es are before she sends her email.

« Spelling « Paragraphs

at (untrue) gossip may start about the school due to something Martin has done? [1 mark]

4. In your own words, summarise the three things Martin has done that Mrs Russell is unhappy about.
[3 marks]
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5. Martin does not always appear as a very naughty boy on the outside. How do we know? Find evidence
to prove your answer. [2 marks]

8. Is this the first time that Martin has behaved badly? How do you know? [2 marks

9. Do you think that Martin is behavin
your answer. [2 marks]

y because he finds t

10. Look at the first paragigph. Ex chickens as t

real people. [2 marks]

11. What does Martin replace the chil s lunch with? [1 mark]

pageno & www.oxbridgeuk.com
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12. How does the headmistress feel about Martin’s behaviour? Explain your answer with reference to the
text. [3 marks]

13. Who can be

ave said when he

ing member of staff? How do you know? [2 marks]
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18. Imagine you are the parent who saw Martin covered in flour. Describe what you thought you saw and
what Mrs Russell said to you. [3 marks]

19. In her email, Mrs Russell uses three words beginning with the prefix ‘un’ Find them and write them
here: [3 marks]

pageno 10 www.oxbridgeuk.com
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Match the words (1-14) with the definitions (A-N). [14 marks]

A) something that is done to

1. .
temporary ou because you did
ething bad.
2. coal y B) A pgrson who is
can't §se a part of their
body, ejther because of
5 dhsalslled . injury ofjdisease.

mething§hat is
makes you feel

ite of i\ch.
a room or ly#fiding where
peoplgsork.

1) the son of your brother or
gister {or the son of your
huyshand’s or wife’s brother
or sister),

G) lasting only for a limited
period of time.

H) a solid black fuel that
comes from the ground.

I) A person who is
0 gives a lot (e.g. of money, or
time) to other people.

10. partner o

J) without much, or without
any, light.

11. poor o oK) the opposite of generous.

L) a person whose job is to
12. punishment . 0 work with documents, for
example in an office.
M) one of two or more people
13. office . who own a company.

N) a large bird, similar to a

14. mean (or . . chicken, that people often
meanspirited) eat at Christmas.
/14 Total- / 117
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